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GSP Advocate Says US Decision on India May Not Be 

Last Word 

 

The tone of both the U.S. and Indian governments on the 

termination of India from Generalized System of 

Preferences benefits leaves the door open for at least partial 

re-entry, said Dan Anthony, who manages the Coalition for 

GSP, in a March 5 interview. The letter President Donald 

Trump sent to Congress said, "I will continue to assess 

whether the Government of India is providing equitable and 

reasonable access to its markets." The Indian Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry said, "India was agreeable to a very 

meaningful mutually acceptable package ... while keeping 

remaining issues under discussion in the future." The 

Commerce Ministry said India wanted to take a "suitable 

trade margin approach" to medical devices, and that it was 

open to "the requested simplified dairy certification 

procedure," to deal with the fact that American cows are fed 

animal-derived blood meal. 

 

However, The Associated Press quoted the Commerce 

Ministry spokeswoman as saying, "The GSP benefits will 

go, the U.S. will not relent on this." India noted that while it 

was medical device interests and dairy exporters who 

challenged India's participation in the GSP, U.S. trade 

officials used the review to bring up other issues, like 

telecom testing, information technology tariffs, and market 

access for alfalfa hay, cherries and pork. "India was able to 

offer a very meaningful way forward on almost all the US 

requests," the ministry said. "In a few instances, specific US 

requests were not found reasonable and doable at this time 

by the departments concerned, in light of public welfare 

concerns reflective of India's developing country status and 

its national interest." 

 

Petitions on GSP Sought by USTR 

 

Importers have until April 18 to petition the Office of the 

U.S. Trade Representative to modify the Generalized 

System of Preferences eligibility of any country; to request 

a waiver of competitive need limitations or continuation of 

a CNL over the threshold; to add or remove a product to 

GSP eligibility; to ask USTR to deny a de minimis waiver; 

and to ask USTR to redesignate an excluded product.  

Trump Explains Position on Tariffs 

 

President Donald Trump said European officials have 

offered to drop their 10 percent tariffs on cars if the U.S. 

drops its 2.5 percent tariffs on cars and its 25 percent tariffs 

on light trucks. But he declined the offer. "I wouldn't do 

that deal," he said. "I would do it for certain products, not 

for cars." He said it's not a good deal because "a Chevrolet 

will never sell like a Mercedes does here." He was speaking 

to Maria Bartiromo on Fox Business News, which 

broadcast the interview on March 22. When Bartiromo 

asked about his comment that the tariffs will stay on 

Chinese goods after a deal, he replied, "The first $50 billion 

of goods, we want to keep that, we need that." He was silent 

on the fate of the 10 percent tariff on $200 billion of goods. 

He said the China deal will probably happen, adding, "I 

think they need it very badly." 

 

Grassley Agrees With USTR That Exclusions for List 3 

of Section 301 Unnecessary 

 

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, R-

Iowa, said that since tariffs on the largest, third tranche of 

Chinese products are at 10 percent, an exclusion process 

isn't necessary. He said he agrees with the Office of the 

U.S. Trade Representative's position that unless that tariff 

goes up to 25 percent, there won't be exclusions offered. 

Grassley, who was talking with reporters March 12, also 

talked about the need to resolve Section 232 tariffs on 

aluminum and steel to get the new NAFTA through 

Congress, as well as through Mexican and Canadian 

legislatures. "We ... have to get rid of these tariffs for steel 

and aluminum, they're standing in the way," he said. "I'm 

going to be trying to communicate to the executive branch 

that problem, and maybe some ways of solving that." 

 

TTB Extends Comment Period on Changes to Alcoholic 

Beverage Labeling and Advertising Regulations 

 

The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau is 

extending until June 26 the period for comments on a 

proposed overhaul of its regulations on the labeling and 

advertising of wine, distilled spirits and malt beverages. 

Comments on the proposal were originally due March 26. 
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US, Brazil Make Trade Commitments 

 

The U.S. and Brazil will initiate a mutual recognition 

agreement for trusted trader programs between the two 

countries at the instructions of President Donald Trump and 

President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil, the White House said in 

a March 19 announcement. An MRA "will reduce costs for 

American and Brazilian companies," it said. Brazil will also 

"implement a tariff rate quota, allowing for the annual 

importation of 750 thousand tons of American wheat at zero 

rate," the White House said. The U.S. will also 

"expeditiously schedule a technical visit" by the Food 

Safety and Inspection Service "to audit Brazil’s raw beef 

inspection system, as soon as it is satisfied with Brazil’s 

food safety documentation," the White House said. 

"Commensurate with its status as a global leader, President 

Bolsonaro agreed that Brazil will begin to forgo special and 

differential treatment in World Trade Organization 

negotiations, in line with the United States proposal," the 

White House said. 

 

EPA Prioritizing Risk Evaluations of 40 Chemicals 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency is initiating the 

prioritization process for risk evaluations on 40 chemicals 

under recently added provisions of the Toxic Substances 

Control Act. EPA has identified 20 candidates for 

designation as high priority chemicals, and 20 for 

designation as low priority. After it completes the 

prioritization process, EPA will immediately begin the risk 

evaluation process for any chemicals it designates as high 

priority. Designations as low risk chemicals or the 

implementation of restrictions on chemicals designated as 

high-risk will pre-empt any state restrictions on the 

chemicals. Comments on risk prioritization for the 40 

chemicals identified in the notice are due June 18. 

 

EPA Lists Subheadings That May Need TSCA Wood 

Formaldehyde Import Certifications 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency recently posted a list 

of tariff schedule subheadings that may require import 

certification under Toxic Substances Control Act 

regulations on formaldehyde in composite wood products. 

The list is intended to “assist importers in identifying 

regulated composite wood products, component parts 

fabricated with composite wood products, and finished 

goods fabricated with composite wood products which may 

require TSCA Section 13 Import Certification” in ACE, 

EPA said on its website. Import certification for composite 

wood products has been required since March 22. 

Nearly 50,000 Food Facilities Removed From FDA 

Database Likely Due to Failures to Renew 

 

The Food and Drug Administration took out more than 20 

percent of the food facility registrations that were in the 

agency's database in February, according to a March 4 blog 

post from Registrar Corp. Registrar said the decrease of 

some 47,635 "was likely caused by facilities failing to 

properly renew their registrations before the December 

2018 renewal deadline." The FDA removes the registrations 

soon after the renewal period ends and "as of February 7, 

2019, 186,016 food facilities remained in FDA’s database 

compared to the 233,651 registered in December 2018," the 

company said. Registrar also posted a registration 

breakdown by country. The Food Safety Modernization Act 

requires that food facilities renew FDA registrations during 

each even-numbered year.  

 

PHMSA Amends Requirements for Lithium Ion 

Batteries on Cargo, Passenger Aircraft 

 

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 

Administration is issuing an interim final rule amending 

requirements for shipping lithium ion cells and batteries on 

passenger and cargo aircraft. The interim final rule 

“prohibits the transport of lithium ion cells and batteries as 

cargo on passenger aircraft; requires lithium ion cells and 

batteries to be shipped at not more than a 30 percent state of 

charge aboard cargo-only aircraft when not packed with or 

contained in equipment; and limits the use of alternative 

provisions for small lithium cell or battery shipments to one 

package per consignment,” PHMSA said. A limited 

exception is included for replacement batteries for medical 

devices on passenger aircraft. The new regulations take 

effect March 6, and comments on the interim final rule may 

be submitted until May 6. 

 

FDA Working on AI System for Import Screening 

 

The Food and Drug Administration is working on a system 

for import screening that makes use of artificial 

intelligence, according to the agency’s fiscal year 2020 

budget request. The agency is currently conducting research 

on the idea with the aim of developing “an intelligent 

system by applying deep learning for screening and 

assessing import entry known as DeepSAFE,” FDA said. 

“This AI system will make the product evaluation and risk-

assessment process at the ports of entry more robust.” 

FDA’s current screening system “uses various rules to 

determine a risk score that determines if the goods will 

require a manual review,” it said. 
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