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US Agrees To Hold Off On More China Tariffs, Soften 

Huawei Restrictions 

 

President Donald Trump said he won't lift current U.S. 

tariffs, but also won't add tariffs on any more Chinese 

imports "for at least the time being." He said during a press 

conference at the G20 Summit in Japan that negotiations 

will resume "where we left off to see if we can make a 

deal."  

 

Trump said while the issues around Huawei will have to be 

saved "for the very end," U.S. companies will be allowed to 

sell to Huawei in the meantime. And Trump said China is 

going to start buying farm products almost immediately. 

"We're going to give them lists of things we would like 

them to buy." 

 

CBP Hints at More E-Commerce Piloting Beyond Entry 

Type 86 

 

CBP is planning to start a new pilot program related to e-

commerce alongside the long-planned pilot for a new entry 

type for low-value shipments, said Laurie Dempsey, 

director of the intellectual property rights and e-commerce 

division at CBP. There's a "new pilot in the works related 

specifically to e-commerce," she said. "I don't have a lot of 

details to share with you at this point, but that also is taking 

a look at data in the e-commerce space and there will also 

be a Federal Register notice published around the same time 

as the Type 86," she said. Dempsey spoke June 27 while at 

the American Association of Exporters and Importers 

Annual Conference in Washington.  

 

CBP will soon begin testing of the new Entry Type 86, 

which will allow "brokers and importers to send P[artner] 

Government Agency data in conjunction with the basic 

dataset for the de minimis shipment," she said. A Federal 

Register notice to start the test is expected "later this 

summer," she said. The current e-commerce environment 

doesn't include the same kind of paper trail that allows for 

risk assessment and punitive action, said Daniel Randall, 

CBP director of manifest and conveyance security. That's 

why CBP is working with industry "to see if they can help 

us identify people who are responsible," he said. 

CBP to Release Process Soon for Accelerated Payment 

Drawback Claims 

 

CBP is nearly ready to release a new process for accelerated 

payments of drawback claims while reviews of limited 

modifications of manufacturing drawback are ongoing, 

Comstock & Theakston said in a blog post. "CBP can 

confirm that a process is being developed to address limited 

modifications and will be issued soon," an agency 

spokeswoman said. This process "will be important for 

filers who have significant refund amounts waiting to be 

distributed," Comstock said. Claims may still be filed in 

ACE in order to "protect claim dates while we wait for the 

privilege applications and limited modifications to be 

approved," the company said. "Once the approvals are 

received from CBP, we will reach out to the drawback 

specialists in the appropriate drawback office to allow us to 

modify the claims accordingly for processing. 

Unfortunately, despite efficiencies that were suggested by 

the trade in meetings prior to the transition to ACE, this is 

the process that we have to operate in at this time." 

 

Vietnam Customs Cracking Down on Transshipment  

 

Vietnam is cracking down on transshipment schemes that 

falsely claim Vietnamese country of origin to avoid high 

tariffs on Chinese goods, according to a June 13 report in 

CustomsNews. Vietnam Customs has discovered dozens of 

certificate of origin violations so far, particularly in the 

textiles and apparel, seafood, agricultural, steel, aluminum 

and timber sectors, the report said. The goods are imported 

from China, then repackaged with Made in Vietnam labels 

and exported to the U.S., the European Union and Japan 

with Vietnamese certificates of origin, said CustomsNews, 

which calls itself the “mouthpiece” of the General 

Department of Vietnam Customs. Vietnam Customs is 

currently developing a process to check goods that are often 

associated with trade fraud, and has directed provincial and 

municipal customs offices to “drastically strengthen 

inspections to uncover fake certificates of origin,” the report 

said. Goods imported from China will be checked for their 

name, origin and labeling, it said. The Vietnamese Ministry 

of Foreign Trade has been directed to “develop a decree 

which increases penalties for such violations,” it said.  
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USTR Opens New Portal for Third Tranche Exclusion 

Requests, Releases FAQs 

 

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative opened its new 

portal on June 30 at noon for exclusion requests for the 

third tranche of Section 301 tariffs, as announced in a June 

24 notice. The agency also posted a set of Frequently Asked 

Questions about the exclusion process, supplementing the 

recently added site meant to help importers navigate the 

Section 301 tariff process. 

 

CBP Extends Comment Period on Info Collection for C-

TPAT, Trusted Trader 

 

CBP is extending the comment period to July 5 for an 

existing information collection for applications for 

Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) 

and the Trusted Trader Program, it said in a notice. CBP 

proposes to extend the expiration date of this information 

collection with no change to the information collected or to 

the estimated burden hours associated with the collection. 

CBP is asking for comments from the general public and 

other federal agencies on (a) whether the collection of 

information is necessary for the proper performance of the 

functions of the agency, including whether the information 

shall have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s 

estimates of the burden of the collection of information; (c) 

ways to enhance the quality, utility and clarity of the 

information to be collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 

burden of the collection of information, including the use of 

automated collection techniques or the use of other forms of 

information technology. 

 

The C-TPAT Program application requests an applicant's 

contact and business information, including the number of 

company employees, the number of years in business, and a 

list of company officers. The Trusted Trader Program 

involves a unification of supply chain security aspects of 

the C-TPAT Program and the internal controls of the 

Importer Self-Assessment (ISA) Program to integrate 

supply chain security and trade compliance. After an 

importer obtains Trusted Trader Program membership, the 

importer will be required to submit an Annual Notification 

Letter to CBP confirming that they are continuing to meet 

the requirements of the Trusted Trader Program. This letter 

should include: personnel changes that impact the Trusted 

Trader Program; organizational and procedural changes; a 

summary of risk assessment and self-testing results; a 

summary of post-entry amendments and/or disclosures 

made to CBP; and any importer activity changes within the 

last 12-month period. 

FDA Issues Guidance on Premarket Submissions for e-

Cigarettes 

 

The Food and Drug Administration on June 11 issued a new 

final guidance document on the submission of premarket 

tobacco product applications for electronic nicotine delivery 

systems (ENDS). The new guidance includes information 

on when premarket applications are required for e-cigarettes 

and other ENDS, FDA’s review polices, and what 

information must and should be included in applications. 

Premarket approval for ENDS requirements is required 

under a 2016 final rule that deemed ENDS and other 

products to be tobacco products. Compliance dates for 

premarket approval have been pushed back to 2021 or 

2022, depending on the type of product and type of 

submission, though requirements will take effect earlier for 

flavored ENDS products. 

 

FDA Announces Two New Third-Party Food Safety 

Certification Bodies 

 

The Food and Drug Administration was recently notified of 

the accreditation of two new food safety certification 

bodies, bringing the total number of certifiers to six. Florida 

Certified Organic Growers & Consumers, Inc., dba Quality 

Certification Services, is now accredited to conduct food 

safety audits under FDA’s Produce Safety, Preventive 

Controls for Human Food (PCHF), Juice Hazard Analysis 

and Critical Control Point (HACCP), and Seafood HACCP 

regulations. Additionally, Best ISO Certification Co. Ltd of 

Taichung, Taiwan is now an approved certification body for 

Acidified Foods, Juice HACCP, PCHF, and Produce 

Safety.  

 

FDA Issues Guidance on Small Business Definition for 

Food Preventive Controls Rules 

 

The Food and Drug Administration finalized a guidance 

document on the definition of “small business” under Food 

Safety Modernization Act regulations on preventive 

controls for human food and animal food. Under those 

regulations, small businesses are defined as any businesses, 

including subsidiaries and affiliates, that employ fewer than 

500 full-time-equivalent employees at all facilities. Small 

businesses have later compliance dates for the preventive 

controls regulations, and in some cases may be exempt if 

they meet the definition of “farm mixed-type facilities.” 

The guidance details how to determine a company’s 

number of full-time-equivalent employees, including at 

affiliates and other facilities, and how small businesses are 

affected by the preventive controls regulations. 
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