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CBP Considering Advance Data Submission 

Requirements for Low-Value Shipments 

 

CBP will begin testing advance data collections for low-

value entries that may be eligible for Section 321 

exemptions, the agency said in a notice. "Participants will 

electronically transmit certain data elements pertaining to 

these shipments to CBP in advance of arrival," CBP said. 

"CBP is conducting this test to determine the feasibility of 

requiring advance data from different types of parties and 

requiring additional data that is generally not required under 

current regulations in order to effectively identify and target 

high-risk shipments in the ecommerce environment." 

 

The test will look at whether online marketplaces can 

transmit data to CBP to improve the agency's processing of 

the shipments, it said. "CBP will test the feasibility of using 

the additional data elements, transmitted by multiple 

entities for a single shipment, to segment risk," it said. "For 

example, CBP may compare a picture of the product 

(transmitted by an online marketplace) to an x-ray image of 

the package (transmitted by the carrier) to determine if the 

picture of the product and x-ray image match. In sum, the 

pilot will enable CBP to determine if requiring additional 

data and involving non-regulated entities will enable CBP 

to address the threats and complexities resulting from the 

vast increase in Section 321 shipments, while facilitating 

cross-border e-commerce." 

 

Within this voluntary pilot, participants can send the 

requested data "through an existing point-to-point 

connection with CBP," the agency said. "Alternatively, 

participants may authorize a carrier or broker participating 

in the pilot and who has an existing point-to-point 

connection with CBP to transmit the information on their 

behalf." CBP said it will base risk assessments for each 

shipment on multiple transmissions coming at different 

stages in the supply chain. CBP is expected to also begin 

testing a new entry type too for low-value shipments, called 

Type 86, and agency officials previously mentioned that 

there would be another pilot around the same time. The 

pilot is set to begin on Aug. 23 and will "operate in all ports 

of entry utilized by the participants for Section 321 

shipments."  

Forced Labor Requirements for Trusted Trader 

Program Remain Undecided 

 

CHICAGO -- The discussion around including forced labor 

compliance within Trusted Trader requirements is ongoing 

after the Commercial Customs Operations Advisory 

Committee issued recommendations on the subject, said 

Manuel Garza, director of the Customs-Trade Partnership 

Against Terrorism. "Some of them we agreed with, some of 

them we didn't agree with," he said. "There's probably 

going to be a couple of new recommendations that COAC 

is going to provide back to CBP for the next COAC 

meeting." Garza spoke July 24 at the CBP Trade 

Symposium. 

 

A forced labor "social compliance program" on the 

"security side" will take effect along with the new 

Minimum-Security Criteria on Jan. 1, 2020, Garza said. 

That component will only apply to importers, exporters and 

foreign manufacturers, he said. CBP's CTPAT validators 

aren't specialists in forced labor so the agency's interest will 

be mostly limited to the existence and documentation of a 

compliance program, he said. There's less clarity on the 

trade compliance side and that won't be in place in the near 

future, Garza said. "We don't have an implementation plan 

yet," he said. "It probably won't take effect until -- if I had 

to guess right now, I would say 2021." 

 

Domestic Shrimp Group Supports CBP's Proposed 

Ruling Change on Shrimp Country-of-Origin Marking 

 

The Southern Shrimp Alliance offered its support for a CBP 

proposed modification to a ruling involving country of 

origin marking for cooked shrimp, in June 27 comments to 

the agency. The group said in a news release that CBP's 

proposal would rectify a ruling that was "inconsistent with 

over three decades of previous CBP ruling letters finding 

that the peeling, cooking, and other minor processing of 

shrimp in a third country did not constitute a substantial 

transformation and did not change the country-of-origin of 

the shrimp from where it had been harvested." The SSA 

said it also used the comments to "reinforce the importance 

of consistent determinations of country of origin for 

marking purposes of cooked and processed shrimp." 
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US-China Trade Talks ‘Constructive,’ More Talks 

Expected in September, White House Says 

 

U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and Treasury 

Secretary Steven Mnuchin traveled to Shanghai for July 30 

and 31 talks on a comprehensive U.S.-China trade deal, the 

White House said July 30. Vice Premier Liu He and 

Commerce Minister Zhong Shan led the Chinese 

delegation, it said. “The two sides discussed topics such as 

forced technology transfer, intellectual property rights, 

services, non-tariff barriers, and agriculture.” The Chinese 

“confirmed their commitment to increase purchases” of 

U.S. agricultural exports, it said. “The meetings were 

constructive, and we expect negotiations on an enforceable 

trade deal to continue” in Washington in early September, it 

said. The Shanghai meetings were the 12th round of 

negotiations that started in the December, and were the first 

face-to-face talks since May. 

 

NMFS Abandons Proposed Seafood Trusted Trader 

Program 

 

The National Marine Fisheries Service will not move 

forward with the trusted trader program for seafood 

importers that was proposed in 2018, a National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration spokeswoman said by 

email. "The Commerce Trusted Trader Program final rule 

has been withdrawn from interagency review" and "NOAA 

Fisheries will not finalize the program in its proposed 

form," she said. "NOAA Fisheries is considering alternative 

measures to alleviate burdens associated with compliance 

with the Seafood Import Monitoring Program and will issue 

additional guidance on this matter in the coming weeks." 

Trade groups raised several concerns in response to the 

proposals in 2018. 

 

FDA Announces FY 2020 Fee Rates for Third-Party 

Food Safety Certifiers 

 

The Food and Drug Administration recently announced 

fiscal year 2020 fee rates for accreditation and certification 

bodies interested in participating in the Accredited Third-

Party Certification Program (TPP). The fees, which will be 

effective Oct. 1, 2019 and remain in effect until Sept. 30, 

2020, apply to recognized accreditation bodies and 

accredited certification bodies, as well as accreditation 

bodies applying to be recognized in the third-party 

certification program. Third-party certification is required 

for participation in the Voluntary Qualified Importer 

Program, and may be mandated by FDA in certain 

situations for imports of high-risk food. 

Report: Deputy USTR Says India Needs to Move 

Quickly to Fix Trade Relationship With US 

 

In order to get back in America's good graces, India needs 

to do more than open its market to American dairy and pay 

medical device companies fairly, according to Jeffrey 

Gerrish, deputy U.S. trade representative. Those were the 

trade irritants that led to India's suspension from the 

Generalized System of Preferences, but at a U.S. India 

Strategic Partnership Forum leadership summit event July 

11, Gerrish said the two countries need to "move beyond" 

the issues behind the GSP review to a more comprehensive 

reckoning. 

 

"The president and the ambassador [U.S. Trade 

Representative Robert Lighthizer] have been frustrated with 

the lack of balance and reciprocity in the trade relationship. 

I think, we are at a pivotal juncture here in our 

relationship," said Gerrish, according to a report from the 

Press Trust of India news agency. Gerrish said a delegation 

of USTR officials who are in India now are not negotiating. 

"They're just there to lay out the full amount and full slate 

of issues that we have to try to see if this new Indian 

government has the willingness and the wherewithal to 

address these issues and resolve them," he said. 

 

According to the report, Gerrish did not directly answer a 

question about whether the U.S. would bring a Section 301 

action against India, but he warned that India needs to move 

quickly and not drag things out, because the Trump 

administration will have no patience for that. 

 

Lieutenant Governors Call for Increased Inspection 

Fees on Imported Seafood 

 

A majority of lieutenant governors adopted a resolution at 

their annual meeting that proposes an inspection fee of 5 to 

10 cents per pound of imported seafood, so that more 

inspectors can be hired. They want every lot of imported 

seafood to be certified as complying with U.S. food and 

drug laws. The resolution, which was sponsored by 

National Lieutenant Governors Association members from 

Alaska, Louisiana, Connecticut, Delaware and Nevada, 

argues that the lack of inspections "can lead to unhealthy 

levels of chemicals and antibiotics in the seafood being 

consumed by Americans," and the lower standards for 

farmed seafood in Asia puts American seafood producers at 

a competitive disadvantage. The resolution said that 

American seafood that is shipped overseas for processing 

and returned for U.S. consumption should be exempt from 

the additional inspections. 

http://www.shipamerican.com/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-71/
http://www.ptinews.com/news/10701646_US-frustrated-with-lack-of-balance-in-trade-ties-with-India--USTR
http://www.nlga.us/wp-content/uploads/Resolution-on-the-Inspection-of-Imported-Seafood-into-the-United-States-3.pdf

