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CBP Issues New Section 232 Guidance on Copper, Steel, and Aluminum
Valuation

U.S. Customs and Border Protection has released new guidance clarifying how

copper is treated under Section 232 tariffs. The guidance confirms that copper is

valued the same way as steel and aluminum for Section 232 purposes, including

when copper is part of an alloy.

 

CBP also reaffirmed that manufacturing, labor, fabrication, machining, coatings,

and processing costs cannot be deducted when calculating Section 232 metal

value. Surface treatments such as galvanizing, anodizing, paint, and lacquer are

considered integral to the finished product and must remain included in the metal

value.

 

For importers, this means declarations must clearly support any separation of non-

metal components. If steel or aluminum content is being backed out of the

declared value, CBP expects sufficient documentation to support those

calculations. Importers should also be prepared for more detailed questions during

entry review.

 

We recommend reviewing current Section 232 valuation methods and confirming

documentation is available if metal content is being reported separately.

Click here for more information

 

If you have questions about how this guidance may impact your imports, our team

is here to help.

12/19/25, 3:59 PM 🚢 12/15/2025 | News Flash | CBP Issues New Section 232 Guidance on Copper, Steel, and Aluminum Valuation

https://44092746.hubspotpreview-na1.com/_hcms/preview/email/203019010891?portalId=44092746&preview_key=BNzDIozv&_preview=true&from_b… 1/2

https://www.shipamerican.com/12.15.2025-news-flash-cbp-issues-new-section-232-guidance-on-copper-steel-and-aluminum-valuation-1?ecid=&utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://shipamerican.com/?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://www.facebook.com/shipamerican/?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://www.facebook.com/shipamerican/?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://twitter.com/AmericanShipNJ?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://twitter.com/AmericanShipNJ?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://www.linkedin.com/company/735162?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://www.linkedin.com/company/735162?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://44092746.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/44092746/Newsflashes/990181_BaseMetalGuidance.pdf?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r


 

View Our Latest Updates

Get a Quote

American Shipping Company, 250 Moonachie Road, Moonachie, NJ 07074, USA
Unsubscribe Manage preferences

12/19/25, 3:59 PM 🚢 12/15/2025 | News Flash | CBP Issues New Section 232 Guidance on Copper, Steel, and Aluminum Valuation

https://44092746.hubspotpreview-na1.com/_hcms/preview/email/203019010891?portalId=44092746&preview_key=BNzDIozv&_preview=true&from_b… 2/2

https://shipamerican.com/resources/news?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://shipamerican.com/quotes?utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://shipamerican.com/hs/preferences-center/en/direct?data=W2nXS-N30h-MhW3ZP9Yv4p9lBzW3ZJbBr2zKT19W1Xh6Qh2FKVk2W1VnpV94rGLf7W4cvGJQ4fhcmSW3XXqgC3z4Dh4W3gpd7D3DP0hPW4cvzTL1BvChgW30mJ0743pFM5W2MPs8K1VdTwvW21m6tl3W3_gwW25lNYK4tFJq9W2HH7hz3_L00ZW2Ft34-3ZKXnrW2sVq-h25mBL1W2r4MQG4psnjFW3P5Xr-23lYrZW3VSt1Q2PwDjTW45S4wf3NDJ17W32jGN_4mc_VcW3jgM0K2vKpskW38j1CV49J_VgW2521vk36kWtXW3Y1ND73M421_W2Pzx_w2CXYvbW47Bbq745xVjzW1Z7r9Y4tzbtNW41V7kF43zLBDW32k1yv3XX2r0W1X8V3N4pqCCYW2xKg3w49tyYtW2RxbLY22Xcp2W3jc1fP2qTLY-W36w1T-3SyZw2W3XF3qB2z-ZljW3LPBYY3bqVbYW400vwn49xVRCW23n9DV212vFyW3T0WpN1QdTtdW2PCdnS1QmWNvW2nDJ8y2TxpTMW49PfFs1SBpPG0&utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r
https://shipamerican.com/hs/preferences-center/en/page?data=W2nXS-N30h-MhW3ZP9Yv4p9lBzW3ZJbBr2zKT19W1Xh6Qh2FKVk2W1VnpV94rGLf7W4cvGJQ4fhcmSW3XXqgC3z4Dh4W3gpd7D3DP0hPW4cvzTL1BvChgW30mJ0743pFM5W2MPs8K1VdTwvW21m6tl3W3_gwW25lNYK4tFJq9W2HH7hz3_L00ZW2Ft34-3ZKXnrW2sVq-h25mBL1W2r4MQG4psnjFW3P5Xr-23lYrZW3VSt1Q2PwDjTW45S4wf3NDJ17W32jGN_4mc_VcW3jgM0K2vKpskW38j1CV49J_VgW2521vk36kWtXW3Y1ND73M421_W2Pzx_w2CXYvbW47Bbq745xVjzW1Z7r9Y4tzbtNW41V7kF43zLBDW32k1yv3XX2r0W1X8V3N4pqCCYW2xKg3w49tyYtW2RxbLY22Xcp2W3jc1fP2qTLY-W36w1T-3SyZw2W3XF3qB2z-ZljW3LPBYY3bqVbYW400vwn49xVRCW23n9DV212vFyW3T0WpN1QdTtdW2PCdnS1QmWNvW2nDJ8y2TxpTMW49PfFs1SBpPG0&utm_campaign=News%20Flash&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9E5UbSqKza4SJly_oiOTzzZn3QIkpHsZ5hUCSa8GXtmrE1lRBvtQRc9CAuZtc6FZhEO95r

