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“URGENT – MUST READ TO PROTECT YOUR IEEPA REFUNDS”

To our esteemed and loyal customers, 


We know that there has been much information available on the internet whether via newsletters, social media or other postings related to protecting your rights to the IEEPA refunds for duties previously paid prior to the Supreme Court (SCOTUS) finding these tariffs illegal or levied without authority. Unfortunately, there have been varying opinions and several directions taken by many. Some even taking a wait and see approach! 
Due to the continued changes causing chaos and confusion as well as the multiple opinions out in the market as to what an importer should do, we thought we should publish our own opinions and guidance on the subject  as follows:
In order to protect your rights to these contemplated refunds we feel the following steps should be considered as follows:

 

1. Monitor the liquidations of all Customs Entries to ensure action is taken prior to the sunset date of 180 days from liquidation. 

a. Note that if not officially liquidated, entries do liquidate 314 days from date of entry by operation of law. 
2. For any entries “about to reach their sunset date as above”, you may wish to consider filing a formal protest as there is a possibility that once the sunset period expires Customs “may not” authorize an automatic refund as is currently planned citing that shipments in this category are now outside the statutory time frame to authorize any reliquidation thus potentially losing your rights to the refund.  

3. Most importantly, we feel that our clients should join one of many litigation efforts filed in the Court of International Trade (CIT) to assert your rights to these IEEPA refunds notwithstanding the liquidation process and above limitations which have not yet been set in stone.
 

Given the confusion as to how best to handle these matters, our goal here is to make sure that our clients monitor and take the appropriate actions. This all being said, within our AmeriReports systems (provided free of charge to all active clients) we have Liquidation Reporting that can easily be accessed to ensure you have full visibility to all your shipments Customs entries with the ability to monitor as we are suggesting.
Additionally, should you choose to file a lawsuit in the Court of International Trade (CIT) we are happy to recommend and provide several trade attorney law firms that can easily add your firm to the list of importers currently protecting their rights via the filing of a lawsuit.

For your information, Customs (CBP) is working on a process to refund these IEEPA tariffs in the aggregate and in a simple manner.  Some details have been floated out for consideration where an importer would file a list of IEEPA related entries with CBP in order to request their refunds however, details are still pending. CBP must report back to CIT at regular intervals on its progress on how CBP will execute the refund process. The next status update is scheduled for March 31st, 2026. We will keep the trade informed once that update is released. 

 Understanding that these matters are subject to rapidly moving rules and developments each importer has taken different approaches based on either level of comfort or advice from their legal professionals. From our seat we see different opinions and as such approaches vary slightly.

 

In short, we believe doing nothing is dangerous given the unpredictable nature of this administration and the potential of continued litigation and appeals being prevalent by the trade as well as the government. 
 

Hoping the above is helpful, if you wish to discuss your own approach and/or seek our assistance in any way please do not hesitate to contact us for support. 
Ralph Natale 
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