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Coronavirus Impact Update and Protest at Vancouver Ports to Create Longer Delays 

 
As an update to our previous News Flash on February 7th, there are more details to report with some of the authorized 

China cities returning back to work yesterday (Monday).  

• Resumption of work for all businesses, after the extended CNY holiday, must meet government virus control 

guidelines and requirements before approval by the Virus Control Unit of the local governments.  

• Currently, the Virus Control Units are overwhelmed with return to work applications, delaying a timely return 

and forcing many companies to maintain staff working from home or work with skeleton crews. 

• A mandatory 14 days quarantine period has been implemented for non-local workers to comply with the return 

to work guidelines, which will also impact many industries. For some companies, it means that many of their 

staff coming back to their city of work, from outside regions, will not be able to return on time. Further 

quarantine for those impacted suggests a more likely return date ranging from February 17th to March 1st.  

• A trucking shortage is indeed being reported and will be the biggest challenge to returning to a normal flow of 

cargo, especially as transportation restrictions remain in effect. 

• Ports and warehouses continue to remain functional as they have for weeks, but will be directly impacted by 

the trucking shortage, as well as the staggered flow of returning workers. 

• Steamship Lines continue to plan Void sailings to cope with the low volumes and poor demand due to the 

extended holiday and quarantines. Limitation of drayage truckers will also slow the efforts and normal flow of 

moving containers to and from the factories, warehouses and the container ports.  

• The traditional return of All-Cargo Aircraft carriers is normally around four days after the factories return to 

normal operations from the national holiday. This would suggest that the number of all-cargo aircraft could 

increase by this weekend under normal circumstances. However, this slow and staggered return to work 

throughout the country, and concern as to what the level of manufacturing output will be in the coming days 

and weeks, is creating hesitation as to how many extra flights, if any, will be added. Furthermore, passenger 

aircraft restrictions continue to remain, reducing both capacity of space as well as frequency in the market for 

this time of year. It is also very likely that airfreight rates will increase significantly and very soon once 

demand begins to outpace the capacity. 

 

VANCOUVER DELAYS FURTHER IMPACTED BY ANTI-PIPELINE PROTESTS 

Also reported in our last News Flash, we highlighted the delays being experienced at the Port of Vancouver and Delta 

Port. This was due to severe weather early last week and the impact it had at the port terminals and rail lines as far 

out as 200 miles. Unfortunately, an anti-pipeline protest has taken place in recent days, impacting ports in Northwest 

British Columbia. On Monday, demonstrators proceeded to block the entrances to the port terminals, impacting rail 

operations and denying truck access in and out. What was originally estimated to be a ten (10) day delay from the 

weather-related issues, is now likely to increase due to these ongoing protests. Over 57 arrests were made by police 

on Monday and today is supposed to draw more demonstrators as the support in the Metro Vancouver area, as well 

as across other parts of Canada increases. 
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