
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shenzhen COVID Lockdowns to Cause Supply Chain Interruptions 
 

 

In Shenzhen China, local government officials have implemented an immediate lockdown in 

the southern tech hub area as well as the northeastern industrial hub of Changchun, shutting 

down factories and forcing employees to work from home. This is in addition to extension of 

an earlier lockdown that had been imposed on the city’s central business district. The 

lockdowns are said to include suspension of public transportation within Shenzhen until March 

20th, as the city carriers out three rounds of mass testing. Essential services are allowed to 

operate and the ocean terminals in Shenzhen have not yet been impacted. However, there is 

concern that if any of the Shenzhen ports have reported cases onsite amongst the port workers, 

it could prompt a terminal shutdown. Such an action could create backlog and significant 

delays, similar to that of Yantian port last summer. Unconfirmed reports also advise that 

warehouses and truck services in Shenzhen could be suspended as well. 

 

There had already been a limitation of truck service between the mainland of China, and Hong 

Kong after surges of COVID hit Hong Kong in recent weeks. Barge services had been used as 

an alternative, but is causing delays, especially in the airfreight arena where cargo is often 

trucked from Shenzhen to Hong Kong. This development will further handicap the cross-

border transportation efforts as well. 

 

The spread of COVID is not limited to just Shenzhen at the moment. Shanghai has seen a rise 

in recent COVID cases as well. Restrictions to leave Shanghai have been enforced and targeted 

neighborhoods have had to follow lockdown protocols, as mass testing continues to be 

conducted. 

 

These events should be closely monitored as further lockdowns and restrictions across China 

can have impact on the supply chain. We suggest you maintain close contact with your 

manufacturers and prepare to carry out any contingency plans, should they be necessary. 
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