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Bangladesh and Pakistan Extend Lockdowns while Transpacific Trade to See More Capacity 
Cuts with Short Notice of Blank Sailings 

 

As we continue our series of reporting relevant to the Market Updates that are impacting trade, due to COVID-

19, please find the following updates for your reference: 

Bangladesh has EXTENDED its lockdown another 7 days. Originally implemented as a 10-day leave starting from 

March 26th to April 4th, we have received confirmation that the lockdown will now be until April 11th. This will 

then be reviewed further for any additional course of action. Transportation will remain impacted until this time 

as well. As reported before, some steamship lines have advised that they will not accept any cargo from 

Bangladesh during this time and the government did halt all air service bound to the U.S. and Europe. 

 

Pakistan has EXTENDED its lockdown until April 11th. Originally implemented for the city of Karachi on March 

23rd for 14 days, this was quickly amended as a countrywide lockdown with the government closing all offices 

and factories.  The Karachi Airport Authority also closed down the airport and cancelled all flights in and out. 

There appears to be some discussion with Emirates to assist in moving goods to Europe, but nothing is official. 

The seaport is operational discharging inbound cargo and taking outbound cargo already in-gated. There is an 

understanding that some sea freight cargo is being allowed to move, but only with permission by the 

government and likely to very limited to essential products only. Overall, there is little activity.   

 

Blank (Void) sailings continue to increase in the major trade lanes between Asia-Europe, Asia-USA and 

Europe-USA. For the USA, this will certainly have impact on vessel capacity on the Transpacific Eastbound and 

Westbound rotations as well as Transatlantic services. The measure is being escalated with very short notice in 

order to rapidly cut ocean freight capacity while the concerns of COVID-19 linger on, causing less demand and a 

pattern of canceled or reduced orders becomes more relevant. Although the ASIA-USA trade capacity cuts are 

not as much as those in the ASIA-EUROPE trade, there will be enough to create disruption such as tight space, 

cargo rolling and transit delays. It is expected there are more changes to come as the alliances and their carrier 

members look to strategize further. As we have traditionally done, we will be updating the Transpacific 

Eastbound VOID Sailings within the week for your reference as more are added for the weeks ahead. 

 

We will continue to keep you advised as to what we learn in the market and continue to highlight anything of 

significance. Change is taking quite regularly and we suggest that you do your best to stay informed on domestic 

and global events. In the meantime, we encourage you to plan and book in advance, maintain close contact with 

your vendors and clients, and communicate as much as possible to improve your supply chain program during 

this time and be prepared for unforeseen challenges likely to come. Please do not hesitate to reach out to your 

shipment handling office or account manager for further assistance. American Shipping Company remains 

operational and essential to support your pipeline. 

From our family to yours, please stay safe! 
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