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British Columbia Maritime Employers Association Threaten to Lockout the 

International Longshore and Warehouse Union (Canada) as Early as Thursday Morning 

 

The International Longshore and Warehouse Union Canada (ILWU Canada) and the British 

Columbia Maritime Employers Association (BCMEA) have been negotiating to renew a 

contract, that expired back in March of 2018. The ability to come to an agreement hinges on 

the impact of port automation and strong opposition by the ILWU Canada. With rising 

concerns over this past weekend of a potential strike or work stoppage by the ILWU Canada, 

the two groups agreed to continue negotiations with no interruptions. 

However, the ILWU did proceed forward to implement the “work-to-rule” job action, which 

includes a ban on accepting overtime work. The actions were achieved on Monday without 

picket lines at the two largest terminals at the Port of Vancouver, Global Container Terminals’ 

GCT Vanterm and GCT Deltaport.  

As a reaction, the BCMEA claims that the ILWU Canada has now further evolved its actions 

and has started to engage in work slowdowns. The BCMEA then proceeded to formally 

announce that they plan to lock out the longshoremen as early as 8:00 a.m., Thursday 

(tomorrow) morning. The impact of the lockout will impact every port in British Columbia, 

including Vancouver to New Westminster, Vancouver Island, Prince Rupert and Stewart. The 

BCMEA is citing that its decision is based potential economic impact and the ILWU’s inability 

to provide safe and effective operations during the stalled negotiations. 

Federal mediators do remain involved in order to get both parties back to the negotiating table 

and avoid any potential or serious disruptions. As of this morning, union workers remain on 

the job and there does to not appear to be any active disruptions being reported. 

American Shipping Company will keep you updated on the status of this situation.  

If you have further questions or concerns, please reach out to your account representative or 

local handling office. 
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