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Continued Delays and Uncertainty Expected at U.S. West Coast Ports 
 

 

With major congestion being a focal point of delays at many of the U.S. West Coast port terminals, in 
particular Southern California, last week ended with great concern and uncertainty. 
 

We do understand that the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) issued a press release on November 6th 

that accuses the ILWU of orchestrating job actions. See excerpt as follows: 
              

Longshore Union’s Job Actions Spread from Pacific Northwest to 

Nation’s Largest Port Complex in Southern California 

ILWU withholds hundreds of skilled workers from vital terminal jobs at Los Angeles 

and Long Beach Ports, threatening holiday commerce and U.S. economy 
 

San Francisco, CA (November 6, 2014) – Escalating its use of orchestrated job actions that have already 

crippled terminal operations at Pacific Northwest ports, the International Longshore and Warehouse 

Union (ILWU) has now targeted the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach by unilaterally refusing to 

dispatch hundreds of qualified, skilled workers for critically important positions transporting containers 

in terminal yards at the nation’s largest port complex… 
 

For entire press release, please use the following link: 

 http://www.pmanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/ILWU-slowdowns-spread-to-Southern-California.pdf 

             
 

On the afternoon of November 8th, we began to learn that several terminals in the ports of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach had closed early as the weekend approached with no clear reasoning, but was believed 
to be in conjunction with ILWU job actions.  Unofficial reports also indicate that there could be 
continued labor actions resulting in slowdown, lockout or even strike. These could be isolated or 
widespread amongst all U.S. West Coast terminals.   

 
As we await further resolution of the ILWU and PMA contract negotiations it appears many impacted 
groups, including, manufacturers, retailers, importers, exporters, have written letters or signed petitions 
urging the president for immediate government intervention.  
 
We ask that you take notice of these events and in the meantime, The American Companies will 
continue to monitor the situation and report any further developments as they arise. 
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