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ILWU members walk out in Oakland by JOC ,  | Nov 10, 2014 6:59PM  
 

Spokesmen for the ILWU and PMA confirmed that negotiations were held in San Francisco through the weekend and again on Monday. 

The ILWU has been working without a contract since July 1, though, and with no grievance machinery in place, longshoremen at the 

individual port level have been able to take matters into their own hands. 

 

The PMA last week issued two press releases accusing the ILWU in Los Angeles-Long Beach of intentionally filling only about 50 

percent of the positions for skilled equipment operators in the container yards. Certain container-handling machines must be worked by 

longshoremen specifically trained for those jobs, so depriving a terminal of skilled labor immediately affects productivity throughout the 

facility. 

 

Container terminals at the largest port complex in the Americas have been severely congested since late summer, with at least a dozen 

factors contributing to the problems. The ILWU contribution to the mix has overwhelmed the terminals, and vessels continue to back up 

at anchor because berths are full. 

 

Capt. J. Kipling Louttit, executive director of the Marine Exchange of Southern California, said eight container ships were at anchor 

Monday morning. That is down from nine on Sunday and 10 last Thursday. “There is flow,” he said, but six to ten vessels at anchor is 

not a good sign given that at normal times all ships proceed directly to berth. 

 

For more than a week, longshoremen in Seattle and Tacoma have been operating at 50 percent or less of normal crane productivity, 

according to the PMA. Reduced productivity on ship-to-shore cranes affects the entire operation, and also leads to container backlogs 

in the yards and vessel delays at berth. 

 

Employers in the Pacific Northwest responded to the slowdowns by ordering a full slate of workers each morning, but after a couple of 

hours of poor productivity, the terminals dismissed the workers, paying them only for two hours of work. 

 

Port of Tacoma spokeswoman Tara Mattina said terminals also began to add more gangs to each vessel, which likewise helped to 

relieve pressure on the yards. Nevertheless, the container backlog continues to congest the terminals, and some terminals have begun 

to reject export loads, she said. 

 

Oakland until this weekend was the only West Coast port to escape serious ILWU disruptions, but longshoremen this weekend walked 

off their jobs for three straight shifts. An ILWU spokesman said the walk-offs took place after the longshoremen uncovered mechanical 

defects that needed to be addressed. 

 

Longshoremen in Oakland reportedly demanded that the lug nuts on all equipment be checked when a machine was found to be 

defective. 

 

As if the longshore problems were not enough to cause concern in Los Angeles-Long Beach, the port complex has also been put under 

a Teamsters union watch. Some harbor truck drivers on Friday addressed the Los Angeles Harbor Commission to protest a lack of 

progress by the port and Mayor Eric Garcetti in addressing trucker problems in the harbor. 

 

The above article contains only excerpts of the original article published by the Journal of Commerce just last evening. We felt 

distributing the above would be helpful to understand the current conditions at the port today. We will continue to distribute timely 

information as we feel important and relevant. Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us.  
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