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OCEAN CARRIERS IMPLEMENT PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE 
 

On August 1st, 2014 (posted on our web site for reference as always – click here) we announced the 
carriers were filing a Port Congestion Surcharge in the event that negotiations between the PMA and 
ILWU were unsuccessful and the ports reached the levels of congestion where they are at today. Last 
night most if not all the carriers confirmed that they intend to apply this surcharge for any and all 
cargo discharging at U.S. West Coast and Canadian West Coast Ports on or after November 17, 
2014. 
 
The American Companies has filed these charges in its tariff in tandem with the ocean carriers so we 
must pass this additional surcharge on as applicable. We will be adding this surcharge into each NRA 
in the NOTES section as an update to your NRA’s to coincide with the above effective date from the 
ocean carriers.  
 
As a reminder, the levied surcharge will be as follows:  
  
        USD 800 per 20’container/20’ Reefer 
        USD 1000 per 40’container 
        USD 1125 per 40’ High Cube/40’ High Cube Reefer 
         USD 1266 per 45’container  
 
For Less than Container Load or LCL cargo, applicable amounts will be pro-rated based on a per 
Cubic Meter (CBM) basis or per revenue ton whichever is greater as LCL is usually rated.  
 
In addition, please also be reminded that the carriers can and already have in one case (CMA/CGM 
Vessel Dalilia V#USA 92W) declare or trigger a clause that appears on all ocean bills of lading (which 
is your legal contract of carriage), what is called “Force Majeure”. Basically what this means is that if 
the ocean carrier cannot effectively discharge its cargo at the intended port of destination for reasons 
beyond its control, the carrier can legally under Maritime Law discharge your cargo at any other port 
so that the vessel does not get detained beyond reason. Any additional cost associated to this 
decision shall be for account of cargo. 
 
The above paragraph noted, there has been anywhere between 7 and 12 vessels anchored at sea 
but within the port limits on average this past month that could not find berthing due to the congestion 
in the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. Under normal circumstances arriving vessels are 
brought in directly to their assigned berth without the need for anchoring.  
 
We will continue to monitor the situation and report any new developments. If you have any questions 
or wish to discuss alternative routing please contact your sales representative, Customer Service or 
your AIC representative to discuss options we have available.  We appreciate your continued support. 

 

 
 

THE AMERICAN COMPANIES 

 “News Flash” 

DATE: November 14, 2014 

http://www.shipamerican.com/
http://www.shipamerican.com/uploads/newsflash/files/NF080314.pdf

