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OCEAN CARRIERS BEGIN TO “REINSTATE” PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE 

REVISED (11/26/2014) 
 

As of late last week, many of the ocean carriers seem to be reinstating the Port Congestion Surcharge (PCS) for all cargo transiting 
West Coast Ports (US and Canada), applicable to import and export cargo. While not every carrier has reinstated, most have and are 
listed below. 

Port Congestion Surcharge  20  40  40 HQ  45  Validity Date

Import USWC & Canada  $800.00 $1,000.00 $1,125.00  $1,266.00 26‐Nov‐14 

Exports US West Coast  $240.00 $300.00  $300.00  $340.00  17‐Nov‐14 

Note: Validity based on receipt at origin terminal. 

For Less than Container Load or LCL cargo, applicable amounts will be pro-rated based on a per Cubic Meter (CBM) basis or per 
revenue ton whichever is greater as LCL is usually rated.  
 
What is different about the assessment of the Port Congestion Fee this time around is that the PCS will only be applicable to 
containers received on or after the date of publishing the fee in the carrier’s tariff. If you are utilizing American International Cargo 
Service, Inc. as your ocean carriers/OTI/NVOCC you will receive shortly if not already an updated NRA/Quote to announce the 
application of the Port Congestion Surcharge (PCS) as applicable and/or defined in our tariff. You will find the applicable information 
in the note section of your NRA. 

West Coast congestion expected to worsen over Thanksgiving weekend        JOC | Nov 25, 2014 8:22PM EST 
Congestion at West Coast ports could get slightly worse over the Thanksgiving weekend as longshoremen and employers take time off 
to celebrate the holiday. Thanksgiving is a no-work holiday for the International Longshore and Warehouse Union. That means 
terminals will be closed for the day and no cargo-handling will take place. Friday is a work day, although in past years registered 
longshoremen took that day off as well, so part-time longshoremen, known as casuals, comprise a larger percentage of the work force. 
 

In past years, an extended Thanksgiving holiday break was not an issue. West Coast ports were already experiencing slack-season 
container volumes because almost all of the holiday merchandise had already moved through the ports and was on store shelves ready 
for Black Friday sales. While it is true that many retailers this year moved merchandise into the U.S. earlier than usual in anticipation of 
the July 1 expiration of the ILWU contract, West Coast ports have experienced far more congestion than normal due to a range of 
operational issues such as chassis and driver shortages and intermodal rail service problems. Also, the Pacific Maritime Association has 
charged that ILWU work slowdowns since late October have made the congestion problems even worse. 
 

Therefore, although there should be sufficient merchandise on store shelves for Black Friday, continued port congestion problems could 
affect the ability of stores to restock after the holiday. Also, importers will be looking ahead to Chinese New Year on Feb. 19, when 
many factories in Asia close for about two weeks. January will see a spike in shipments as factories move as much merchandise as 
possible before they shut down for the Chinese New Year celebrations. 
 

Trade organizations that represent importers and exporters continue to press the ILWU and PMA to reach agreement on a new contract 
as quickly as possible. According to the PMA, longshoremen on Oct. 31 began a series of work slowdowns in Seattle, Tacoma and 
Oakland. Also, the ILWU in Los Angeles-Long Beach has refused to dispatch sufficient skilled workers to operate cargo-handling 
equipment in the already congested terminals, the PMA stated. The ILWU denies it is engaging in work slowdowns, and blames port 
congestion on a dozen or so operational issues. 
 
To read the full story as published by the Journal of Commerce, please click (here). 
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