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CSMS# 14-000283 - Enforcement of Importer Security Filing 
Further to the below newsflash please click (here) to download a more detailed recap/FAQ on 

last week’s ISF meeting in the NY/NJ Port. This document was  
created by the NCBFFA of NY/NJ. 

 
On May 13, CBP issued updated guidance to the ports regarding enforcement of the Importer 
Security Filing. The purpose of the guidance is to clarify and enhance current enforcement activity. 
The issuance of the updated guidance resets the 12-month Headquarters review period. 
 
Further, under the CBP outreach program, speaker Craig Clark – CBP ISF Manager 
(craig.clark@cbp.dhs.gov) was sponsored by the NY/NJ Freight Forwarders Customs Brokers 
Association last week who made mention to the following points of information that we thought our 
clientele would be interested to learn as follows: 
 

 The Importer Security Filing “Final Rule” will be published in the Federal Register sometime in 

August 2014 

 At present 20% of all ISF are filed late 

 For future violations, CBP will send 3 informed compliance notifications by email, phone, or letter 

prior to issuing a penalty notice.   

o Broker and Importer should be notified if applicable.  

 Violations will only be issued for the most serious violations which are considered to be: 

o late filing  

o not filing an ISF at all  

 Upon the 4
Th

 notification an importer is eligible for liquidated damages to be assessed against them 

 Violations can be up to $10,000.00 per shipment, however if CTPAT certified the violations could be 

reduced by 50%  

 At this time CBP is giving some leeway to ISF’s filed up to 2 days after ETD. 

 CBP systems looks for a bill of lading match up for up to 60 days  

 An ISF shouldn’t be deleted unless the bill # changes or the ETD will be after 60 days from initial 

filing. 

 Regulation states liquidated damages can be imposed up to 6 years from filing. 

o CBP mentioned that regardless of written regulation, if any liquidated damages are accessed 

penalty notices should be issued within 6 months from initial filing.  

 If a bill of lading is incorrect and updated after vessel arrival, this would not be considered late even if 

updated after arrival since the ISF Filing is reset to the original filing date. 

 
The CBP notice of Enforcement can be found (here), if you have a question or concern please send your question to 
compliance@shipamerican.com, or speak to your American customer service representative. 
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